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A DEPARTING MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

To sum up the past three years as Board Chair of the Royal Inland Hospital (RIH) Foundation feels nearly impossible.
How do you capture the depth of pride or the feeling of gratitude that comes with every conversation, every
donation, every act of care I've witnessed?

There are chapters in our lives that shape not just what we do, but who we are. It has been one of the greatest
honours of my life to stand alongside this remarkable community. If there is one thing | have learned, it's that
when our community comes together, there are no limits to what we can achieve.

I'm proud to say that healthcare in our region is evolving and together we are driving that transformation.

With your support, we have expanded and revitalized critical hospital spaces. Together, with donations from our
community we built the nine-story Phil and Jennie Gaglardi Tower from the ground up, opened our own Ronald
McDonald Family Room, renovated the Afternoon Auxiliary Post-Anesthetic Recovery Unit, opened the Art & Norma
James Pediatric Department, and many other essential areas. At the same time, we've created dedicated spaces
where future healthcare professionals can rest, study, and thrive. We also launched RIH's first-ever Research De-
partment, paving the way for groundbreaking medical discoveries. This is what progress looks like: tangible, lasting
change, driven by people who care deeply.

As we continue to modernize care at RIH, we are shaping a hospital where the best and brightest in medicine are
proud to work and where patients feel the utmost confidence in the care they receive. We have made incredible
strides, but our work is far from over. Healthcare never stands still, and neither can we. As our population grows,
so do the demands on our hospital. Equipment must continually be replaced, and new technologies must be
embraced. Our goal isn't just to meet the standard of care, we must take part in defining it.

That's why we are leading the next wave of transformation at RIH: advancing medical imaging, surgical innovation,
and revitalizing more patient-care spaces. At the same time, we remain committed to investing in the recruitment

and retention of skilled healthcare professionals, a mission | hold close to my heart. During my tenure, over fifteen
new specialists have joined our hospital and community.

As a business owner and lifelong Kamloops resident, I've always believed that our greatest responsibility is to care
for the place we call home. Serving as Board Chair has only deepened that belief. As | pass this role on to new and
capable hands, my heart is full. This isn't goodbye, it's an invitation to keep pushing boundaries, to keep building
a legacy of excellence, and to keep reaching new heights in local healthcare.

To every donor, volunteer, and partner, thank you. Thank you for trusting us with your generosity and for showing
up when it matters most. You are the reason this hospital can grow, adapt, and meet every new challenge with
strength and resilience.

Thank you to the incredible board members I've had the pleasure of working alongside. Your ideas, dedication, and

teamwork have been essential to everything we've accomplished together. To the amazing RIH Foundation staff, led

by Heidi, thank you for your endless support, thoughtful preparation, and for always making me look good.

It has been a true joy.
RADIOTHON TOTAL $260,22

Look at what we have achieved. Together, we have come so far. j - ;

With sincere gratitude,

Dino Bernardo
RIH Foundation Board Chair

A MESSAGE FROM ROYAL INLAND HOSPITAL LEADERSHIP

You will often hear the RIH Foundation say: “Together, we care.” This simple yet powerful phrase reflects the
connection between Royal Inland Hospital, the RIH Foundation, and the community we serve. We always strive to
deliver the best healthcare possible, and it's the synergy between us that makes this happen. We want to thank the
team at the RIH Foundation for being a big part of our family.

We extend our sincere appreciation to the physicians and healthcare professionals at RIH who make a difference
every day. Their work is supported by the generous donors of the RIH Foundation, whose contributions fund vital
equipment, uplift staff morale, and enhance the daily experience for patients and families alike. There is strength
in every donation.

To RIH's dedicated community of supporters, thank you. Your positive impact is appreciated more than
words can truly convey.

Sincerely,

Gerry Desilets
Royal Inland Hospital,
Executive Director of Clinical Operations

Dr. Elizabeth Parfitt
Royal Inland Hospital,
Chief of Staff

2024 - 2025 Board of Directors

Dino Bernardo, Chair Mary-Elizabeth Harrison, Director

Andrew Karpiak, Vice Chair Shelley Hutchison, Director
Jessy Sra, Treasurer Aidan Kelly, Director
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Care You Can Count On

When Eric Opel and his wife, Caroll, moved to Kamloops
from the United States in June of 2024, they were excited for
a new adventure. For Caroll, this was a homecoming. She
had secured a director role at Royal Inland Hospital, a place
she held close to her heart. This was not only the hospital
where she was born but also where she initially trained as

a nurse, jump-starting her highly rewarding career. Little did
Caroll and Eric know that life-changing events were about
to unfold within the walls of this hospital, giving them a
profound appreciation for Canadian healthcare and the
team of medical professionals who were about to touch
their lives in ways they could never have imagined.

On October 16th, 2024, Eric's day started like any other.
But as the hours passed, he felt increasing discomfort in
his stomach, accompanied by intense sweating. By evening,
he seemed to be improving until suddenly, he collapsed.
Caroll's nursing instincts took over, and she jumped into
action, assessing his condition while their daughters,

Deore and Lia, called 911.

Paramedics arrived within minutes and quickly recognized
the urgency of the situation. Eric's blood pressure was
dangerously low, and he was slipping in and out of con-
sciousness. A computed tomography (CT) scan revealed
that he had suffered a ruptured mesenteric pseudoaneu-
rysm, resulting in life-threatening internal bleeding within
his abdominal cavity. The only chance of saving him was
to stop the bleeding and get him into emergency surgery
as soon as possible.

The nurses and staff in the Teck Emergency Department
worked tirelessly, administering blood transfusions and
stabilizing him for transport. Within hours, Eric was airlifted
to Vancouver General Hospital, with Caroll by his side. Waiting
ambulances rushed him straight into surgery, where special-
ists worked to repair the rupture and save his life. The proce-
dure was a success, but Eric's journey was far from over.

Over the next 37 days, he faced one challenge after
another, including: complications from surgery, a battle
with COVID-induced pneumonia, and even a pulmonary
embolism. Through it all, he never faced it alone. The
compassionate and highly skilled teams at Vancouver
General Hospital and Royal Inland Hospital stood by him
and his family every step of the way.

After 10 days in Vancouver, Eric was strong enough to
return to Kamloops, where he continued his recovery at
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Royal Inland Hospital. The care he received was nothing
short of extraordinary. In addition to expert medical
treatment, Eric's care team took a family-centric approach,
ensuring that Caroll was involved in every decision. When
she couldn’t be at his bedside, Dr. Brar, Eric's hospitalist,
would even FaceTime her to keep her updated. Nurses,
medical students, and support staff all went above and
beyond in the delivery of his care. During a difficult night
when Eric was experiencing anxiety, a nurse offered to
do her charting by his bedside so she could stay with him,
providing comfort and reassurance.
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During their time in hospital, Caroll and Eric truly came to
appreciate the strength of Canada’s healthcare system.
Having spent years navigating the complexities of an
insurance-driven model in the United States, they saw
firsthand how care in Canada is delivered with compassion,
without hesitation, and without financial barriers.

The day Eric was discharged was unforgettable. As he and
Caroll walked out of 6 south, the staff who had diligently

cared for him during his recovery gathered to cheer them
on as they departed.

With each passing day, Eric grows stronger, and his family’s
gratitude deepens. Looking back, Caroll knows there is

no way to truly express the depth of their appreciation.
“We hear so much about the challenges in healthcare, but

| have seen the best of it. When you walk into Royal Inland
Hospital needing help, you will get it. We are here today
because of the remarkable people who saved Eric's life.”

“To ALL the doctors, especially, Dr. Kanwal Brar, Dr. Sandhar
Gurpreet, Dr. Remy Wong and Dr. Shawn Pun, to ALL the
nurses in the intensive care unit (ICU), the Teck Emergency
Department, on the 8th floor of the Phil and Jennie Gaglardi
Tower and 6 south, the amazing porters, dietitians, and
every member of the healthcare team - you all know who
you are - you gave us more time together, more moments
to cherish, and a lifetime of gratitude. Thank you.”

»»
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EVENTS: COMMUNITY IN ACTION

Coming Together for Cancer Care:

Colombo Lodge Reaches
$100,000 Fundraising Goal

For over a century, the Italian Cultural Centre, Colombo
Lodge, has been a vital part of our community. Since
1914, this volunteer-driven group has dedicated itself
to giving back, raising over $4 million to support local
charities, educational scholarships, and relief efforts
both near and far through their Colombo Cares initiative.

In 2019, they made a bold five-year commitment to

the RIH Foundation to raise $100,000 in support of local
cancer care. With cancer touching the lives of so many,
including members of the Lodge, this was a deeply
personal choice. Their goal was to bring the community
together through an annual Spring Fling Banquet but

The South Central Trucking &
Industry Charity Golf Tournament
Hits the $3 Million Mark!

On May 23rd, 2025, the South Central Trucking & Indus-
try (SCT&I) Charity Golf Tournament celebrated its 28th
year, and what a celebration it was. Fueled by the loyalty
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just as they were preparing to launch their first event,
the pandemic hit.

Instead of putting their plans on hold, they leaned into
their community spirit. Volunteers prepared and deliv-
ered takeout meals to 2,000 healthcare workers and first
responders in Kamloops, a sincere gesture of kindness
during an uncertain time. They also kickstarted their
fundraising through creative drive-thru dinners, raising
$5,000 in the early days. As in-person gatherings returned,

of our dedicated committee, the energy of our players,
and the overwhelming generosity of our sponsors, we
raised $157,407 in support of recruitment and retention
at RIH. That brings our total raised since 1997 to over
$3 million! Year after year our tournament supporters
show up in full force and it never goes unnoticed.

We're proud, we're grateful, and we are counting down
the days until tee-off next year.

Scan here to watch long time SCT&I
supporter Rob James’ reason for
giving. It's a story worth watching:

the first Spring Fling Banquet made its debut in 2023,
quickly becoming one of Kamloops’ most anticipated
annual events. The first two years brought in an impres-
sive $55,000. With excitement at an all time high, the
sold-out event on April 26th, 2025, reached new heights.
The evening raised an astounding $40,000, bringing their
total to $100,000 and fulfilling their pledge in full!

There are no words to express how much the RIH Foun-

dation appreciates the Colombo Lodge for their resource-

11th Annual Radiothon
Breaks Records!

The RIH Foundation’s 11th Annual Radiothon on
March 6th, 2025, was a day we will never forget!
Presented by Sun Country Toyota and broadcast

live on B-100, the event raised an astounding
$650,673 in just 12 hours. This record-breaking
achievement was made possible thanks to the
generosity of our community, the enthusiastic
support of our sponsors, and an incredible  » ™ %
$200,000 matching gift from Jim Pattison. */(‘f

fulness, generosity, and community leadership.
You've created a cherished event that brings people
together and leaves lasting memories. More than that,
you've given our community the chance to be part of
something deeply meaningful. Your impact will be felt
for years to come.

Thank you to all of the community supporters and
Spring Fling sponsors who made this success possible!

Community Events
(January 1st - December 31st, 2024)

Arrow Reload Golf Tournament

Charged for Change: Fiat 500E Auto Lotto

Coast Kamloops Hotel & Conference Centre Uptown Chef's
Catering + Events - Romeos Kitchen + Spirits - Breakfast with Santa

Colombo Lodge Italian Cultural Centre Spring Fling

Evening of Giving

Guru Nanak Fund

Halston Esso Go-Karting for Care: Go-Kart Raffle

Hot Nite in the City

ICCHA/Wish Fund

K97.5 Classic Rock Toys For Kids Breakfast

Kamloops Blazers Teddy Bear Toss

Kamloops Insurance Brokers Association Golf Tournament

Kamloops Professional Firefighters IAFF Local 913 Calendar Sales

Kamloops Street Rod Association

Norkam Medical Club Bake Sale

Sa-Hali Secondary Spike Pink Volleyball Tournament

Signature Signs Ltd. Texas Hold'em Charity Poker Tournament

South Sa-Hali Elementary School Bake Sale

Teck Highland Valley Copper Fundraising Events - Mining for Miracles

Tobiano's Breakfast Sidewalk Santa Fundraiser

Women of Insurance Banquet

Women Who Care Fundraiser Event

RIH Foundation Signature Events

Radiothon
Royal Affair
South Central Trucking & Industry Charity Golf Tournament
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THE AFTERNOON & EVENING AUXILIARY MADE POSSIBLE BY A $1 MILLION GIFT FROM RAE NIXON AND HER FAMILY

Sanctuary of Comfort: Infroducing

Why We Volunteer the Ronald McDonald Family Room at RIH

»»

Volunteering is an act of kindness that starts with the
simple desire to help others. For the Afternoon and Evening
Auxiliaries, that desire has grown into decades of service
supporting Royal Inland Hospital, dedicating thousands of
hours and raising millions to benefit local healthcare.

Afternoon Auxiliary - Calling All Volunteers!
“After 65 years living in my home-
town of Princeton, | moved to
Kamloops, where my daughter
and her family live. Once | got
settled, | wondered how | was
going to meet people my age.
Someone mentioned the hospital
Auxiliary to me, so | went and
filled out an application form in 2015. Within a day,
| got a call for an interview, which | was very happy
to receive. | was assigned to the RIH Gift Shop, and

| still do one shift a week to this day. | have made
numerous friends in the 10 years since, and | would
encourage anyone to look into the Auxiliary for a
great volunteering experience and a way to make
friends.” - Charlene Longdo

“I volunteer for the social
interaction, and getting
to know all the other
volunteers at the Thrift
Seller. | have volunteered

here for 15 years.”
- Barry Baskin

“My mom volunteered and |
wanted to carry on her legacy,
after she passed away. A friend
reached out to say the hospital
was looking for volunteers, so

| joined the Afternoon Auxiliary.
| enjoy meeting new people at
my weekly shift at the RIH Gift
Shop!” - Lynn Sunderman

If you've ever wanted to make an impact and
meet wonderful people along the way, this is
your opportunity to join something truly special.

Yet along the way, their members have discovered the true
magic that lies within their work: it's the friendships formed,
the purpose found, and the pure joy of being part of some-
thing bigger than yourself.

While these dedicated members give their time to touch
lives in a meaningful way, they often say the experience
gives them something back: connection, confidence, and a
deep sense of meaning.

Evening Auxiliary

“| joined the Evening Auxiliary in 1983 as a young
mother with a two-year-old. In 1985, | joined the Exec-
utive, taking on numerous roles and spending many
years representing the Evening Auxiliary as President.
Over the past 42 years, I've made many close and
lasting friendships. This is a truly remarkable group,
and I'm so proud to be part of such an amazing orga-
nization.” - Jenny Quince

“| joined the Evening Auxiliary in 2008 after a friend
invited me, and it felt like a natural fit. After working
at the hospital for many years, | wanted to give back
in a meaningful way. Volunteering with the Evening
Auxiliary has been both fun and rewarding.”

- Wilma Scheer

“| joined in February 1966, after being encouraged by
a friend who was already a member. | quickly found
a group of like-minded women who not only wanted
to make a difference in the community but also knew
how to have fun doing it. The membership is kind,

On June 13th, 2025, the RIH Foundation, together with
Ronald McDonald House BC and Yukon and Interior Health,
proudly opened the Ronald McDonald Family Room at Royal
Inland Hospital: a space dedicated to keeping families close
during some of life’s most difficult moments.

This long-held dream only exists thanks to an extraordinary
$1 million gift from Rae Nixon, given in memory of her
husband Dr. Lloyd Nixon, a beloved Kamloops physician
who cared for three generations of local families. Inspired
by her own childhood experience of being hospitalized
alone, Rae dreamed of creating a safe, welcoming place
where no child would feel scared, and no family would

feel far from their loved one.

Located just steps from the Rita C. Mercier Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit, Art & Norma James Pediatric Department,
and the Evening Auxiliary to the RIH Obstetrical

Services Unit, this 1,100-square-foot space offers: /}

> A comfortable living room for rest

> In-house washer and dryer

Rae Nixon with her
three.granddaughters and
great-granddaughter.

and connection > A play area for young patients and siblings

> A fully equipped kitchen and dining space

Working with Rae and her
family to bring this vision
to life has been a true

privilege. Her generosity
is a powerful reminder of
the good that grows when
kindness leads the way.

> A quiet space for reflection or private conversations

Scan to watch Rae’s
inspiring video and
learn more about the
profound impact of
her gift.
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caring, and incredibly supportive—it truly feels like 'ﬁ The Ronald McDonald Family Room at Royal Inland Hospital
one big family.” - Ambo Dhaliwal @ exists today because of the generosity of our community.
We are deeply grateful to everyone who made this possible.

To inquire about joining, please contact:
rihvolunteerservices@interiorhealth.ca.
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CLOSER TO HOME

How Monthly Giving Helps Bring
Specialized Care to Kamloops

When Kristina and Daniel Grondzil became monthly donors
to the Royal Inland Hospital Foundation in 2018, they were
guided by a simple truth: healthcare touches everyone.
Having been born and raised in Kamloops, and now raising
their two children here, they believed that supporting our
local hospital was one of the most meaningful ways to care
for their community. They had no way of knowing that years
later, one of their children would need access to a pediatric
neurologist and that their monthly contributions would help
bring that care closer to home.

¥

Like many other parents, Kristina and Daniel's world
changed when their child received an unexpected diagnosis.
Thankfully they had been referred to Dr. Breanna Clive, a
pediatrician at RIH who became a pivotal figure in their care
journey. She not only helped the Grondzils find answers
but also went above and beyond to connect them with
specialists across the province. These appointments meant
travelling to Vernon, Kelowna and even Vancouver, often on
short notice. With another child at home and full-time jobs,
the need to travel outside of Kamloops added stress to

a time that was already overwhelming and filled with
uncertainty and endless questions.

Then one day, Dr. Clive delivered long-awaited news: a
specialist they needed was coming to see patients right
here in Kamloops. That specialist was Pediatric Neurologist,
Dr. Torin Glass. For the Grondzils, it felt like a weight had
been lifted. They no longer had to pack bags for an overnight
stay, rearrange schedules, or worry about days off work.

The Grondzils explain, “Dr. Glass
addressed so many of our
unanswered questions. He
listened with such empathy and
explained things in a way no
one else had. We genuinely felt
heard and understood. We are
truly thankful to him for taking
time from his practice in the
Lower Mainland, allowing us and
many other families to access
needed care without having to leave Kamloops.”

Dr. Glass, now runs an outreach clinic here in the Art &
Norma James Pediatric Department at RIH. He plans to
come 3-4 times a year, seeing as many patients as possible
during each visit. From newborns to teens, his work spans
a wide range of neurological conditions—from seizures,
migraines, and brain injuries to developmental delays,
neuromuscular disorders, and more. Dr. Glass also offers
virtual follow-up appointments from his office in Burnaby,
ensuring continuity of care for the children he sees in
Kamloops. For families like the Grondzils, this hybrid model
has been transformative.

When the opportunity arose to bring Dr. Glass to Kamloops,
the RIH Foundation said yes immediately. We were able to do
that thanks to the generosity of donors like the Grondzils.
Monthly giving provides a dependable stream of funding
that empowers the Foundation to respond quickly when
new opportunities emerge, whether it's investing in life-
saving equipment, funding innovative programs, or helping
gain access to specialists like Dr. Glass. The RIH Foundation
has proudly supported every aspect of making this outreach
clinic a reality, helping to fund Dr. Glass’ travel costs,
expenses while visiting, and even administrative support.
This behind-the-scenes investment ensures that when

Dr. Glass arrives in Kamloops, he can focus entirely on

what matters most: providing expert, compassionate care
to children and families in our community.

“Kamloops has an excellent adult neurology group, but
there was a clear gap in pediatric neurology,” Dr. Glass
shares. “I knew families were travelling far to see me at my
clinic in Burnaby. Being able to simplify that and offer care
in their community means everything to me. It's one less
burden for families already carrying a lot. The gratitude

| see in parents when they realize they don't have to leave
town is powerful.”

“I knew families were travelling far
to see me at my clinic in Burnaby.
Being able to simplify that and offer

care in their community means
everything to me. It's one less
burden for families already carrying
a lot. The gratitude | see in parents
when they realize they don't have
to leave town is powerful.”

-Dr. Torin Glass, Pediatric Neurologist

His connection to Kamloops runs deeper than medicine.

A close friend and former medical school classmate,
Orthopedic Surgeon, Dr. Jeffrey Poon, recently relocated
here with his wife, Neurologist, Dr. Bessemer. In hearing
about their positive experience working with RIH, Dr. Glass
was inspired to explore the idea of offering his services here
too. With family ties in the nearby rural community of
Williams Lake, and a love for the outdoors, the opportunity
felt like a perfect fit.

“l am honoured to be part of helping to improve access
to care here,” says Dr. Glass. “Thank you to the generous
donors of the RIH Foundation for making this possible.”

Monthly giving plays a critical role in the Foundation’s
ability to respond to needs as they arise. It provides
reliable, sustainable funding that allows us to act
quickly, invest wisely, and plan for the future. It is
because of donors like the Grondzil family that we
can embrace new opportunities and bring specialized
care closer to home.

We are deeply grateful to every monthly donor who
brings these possibilities to life. You are the quiet force
behind some of the biggest changes in our hospital.

Interested in becoming a monthly
donor? Become a Royal Ambassador
and help drive meaningful change
at Royal Inland Hospital. To sign up,

scan the QR code here: E

»»
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Total Revenue $8,159,550

B Major Gifts - $4,899,011

B Community Events* - $1,961,414
W Legacy - $818,840

B Annual Campaigns - $480,285

*Includes-3rd Party Events, RIHF Events, In Hospital
Fundraising, Memorials/Tributes & Catchment

2024/2025 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Total Disbursements $7,567,600

M Equipment & Program Delivery - $7,389,987
M Regional Health Centers - $89,846
B Retention & Education - $87,767

**Investment Income $293,066

**Prior to disbursement, your funds are securely invested.

We only release payment for equipment once it has arrived, and
for renovations once the space is in use. All gifts from wills and
bequests are placed in a high-interest savings account to ensure
they continue to grow until needed.

Donor Analysis:
(April 1st, 2024 - March 31st, 2025).

652 New Donors!

1648 Retained Donors @

72% Donor Retention Rate

Education:

40 scholarships awarded
valuing a total of $28,810.

Recruitment & Retention at a Glance:

> 602 Staff Gains - Includes 332 from casual positions and 103 transferred from other Interior Health sites.

> 5 RIH Foundation Housing Units - Including a donated 4-plex and a 2-bedroom condo all
within walking distance to RIH. We subsidise housing for visiting doctors and residents who are looking
to practice at RIH and make Kamloops their new home.

> 64 Medical Professionals Housed - Medical professionals in areas such as: neurology,
anesthesiology, obstetrics, pediatrics, cardiology, radiology, psychiatry, UBC residents and more!

> 83 Nurses Hired by Interior Health (RNs/LPNs/Care Aides) - With the RIH Foundation
supporting retention initiatives and wellness.

A Gift Given With the Belief

That Everyone Deserves to Heal

Ted and Maryanne Kowalsky have spent a lifetime building,
with their hands, their hearts, and their values.

After moving from a small town in Saskatchewan to
Kamloops in 1979, the Kowalskys worked hard to create

a better life for their family, eventually building the highly
respected custom cabinetry business, 7 Point Millworks

& Installations. Grounded in the values of hard work,
community spirit, and giving back, they never forgot where
they came from or what it took to get where they are today.

Ted and Maryanne are the proud parents of two children,
Lanette, a faculty member in the School of Nursing at
Thompson Rivers University and Bryce, a volunteer medical
first responder for St. John's Ambulance. Bryce was born
with serious health complications that led to more than 20
surgeries before the age of 35. Each surgery brought a long,
challenging road to recovery, spending countless hours in
rehabilitation, first as a child learning to walk again and later
as an adult determined to live a full independent life.

Royal Inland Hospital (RIH) and its rehabilitation team be-
came a constant: a place of reassurance, hope and healing.

With deep gratitude for the care Bryce received, Ted and
Maryanne made a remarkable donation of more than
$200,000 to the RIH Foundation in support of rehabilitation
medicine over the past few years, a gift that has changed
the landscape of care for countless others in our region.

Their gift helped fund the development of a physical
medicine & ambulatory care clinic (PMACC), assist with
upgrades to the rehabilitation department and help
purchase many vital pieces of equipment necessary to
deliver rehabilitation medicine.

The impact of their generosity is undeniable. “Their
generosity allowed us to establish a true outpatient physical
medicine and ambulatory care clinic—something we didn't
have before,” says Dr. Budiman-Steinley, Physiatrist at RIH.
“It integrates care and allows me to work side-by-side with
therapists. Without their support, we wouldn't have the
equipment, the training environment, or the credibility to
uphold RIH's status as a tertiary hospital.”

Just recently, Dr. Budiman-Steinley presented Ted and
Maryanne with a wish-list of equipment their department
could only dream of acquiring this year. That dream has now
become a reality because Ted and Maryanne have committed
another $100,000 to purchase every item on that list.

The Royal Inland Hospital Foundation has named both this
rehabilitation clinic and a rehab patient room on the 7th
floor of the Phil and Jennie Gaglardi Tower in honour of
the Kowalsky's extraordinary gift. This is a lasting tribute to
a family whose gift continues to restore mobility, dignity,
and quality of life for so many.

Bryce, former volunteer and employee of New Life Mission
and now an employee of Happy Day Senior Services and
devoted volunteer with St. John Ambulance, is the living
embodiment of that impact.

0
St. Johp - * mbulance
o w.;; s., “He's a fighter,”
= ¥ Ted says. “Despite

all he's been

through, his cup
is always half

full. He never misses an opportunity
to show up for others,” explains
Maryanne. “We just wanted to give
people like him the care they need,
right here at home.”

Thank you, Kowalsky Family.

Scan here to see the impact
their gift has made:

»»
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REMEMBERING JOE BUTLER

Never Forgetting
Where He Started and
Never Failing to Help
Anyone in Need

Joe Butler never forgot where he came from and never
stopped helping others get to where they needed to be.

Born in Rexton, New Brunswick, in 1939, Joe grew up with
humble roots, one of many siblings in a household that
knew hardship intimately. He often shared vivid stories

of collecting bottles as a boy or the rare excitement of
finding a full tube of baloney in the fridge. “We were just
like the kids in Angela’s Ashes,” he would say. Those early
experiences didn't harden him; they shaped him into a man
who led with compassion, integrity, and understanding.

Joe's path took him to Ottawa, where he mastered his
automotive skills and became the ultimate “car man.”
Eventually, he moved to Kamloops, where he met the love
of his life, June. In 1975, with only two cars and a shared
dream, Joe and June opened Butler Auto & RV Centre, a
business built on quality, trust, and old-fashioned hard
work. Over the decades, their business grew into a
cornerstone of our community, while Joe and June’s humility
always stayed the same. Whether it was helping someone
start their own business or quietly offering a hand to those
struggling, Joe and June never hesitated to give back.

Joe may have had a gruff, no-nonsense exterior, but inside
was a gigantic, gentle heart. When their son Glen was faced
with cardiac complications, Joe and June were deeply moved
by the care he received at Royal Inland Hospital. In 2017,
they gave $200,000 to support cardiac care, determined to
ensure that other families could access the same level of
life-saving support close to home. Another meaningful
project was the Butler Community Garden on the North-
shore where anyone could come and enjoy fresh organic
vegetables. These gifts were made from a place of deep
gratitude and love for their community.

In his final days, Joe found himself relying on the care of
his family physician, Dr. Lawrie, and the incredible staff

at Royal Inland Hospital and Kamloops Hospice. This time,
his family was on the receiving end of the compassion he
had spent a lifetime offering to others. Surrounded by the
people he loved, Joe passed peacefully on June 27th, 2025.

Joe's legacy is more than a generous donation or a success-
ful business. It's in the countless lives he quietly changed,

Joe and June’s

son Glen.

the deep and enduring love he shared with June, and the
belief that no matter where you come from, you can always
make a difference. The RIH Foundation is honoured to
carry forward his spirit through the care his gifts continue
to provide.

Joe Butler's name will not fade from memory. Humble,
impactful, and deeply human, his life is a lasting reminder
of how one life can touch so many.

How do you want to

be remembered?

The RIH Foundation is here to help you
discover the legacy you want to leave.

A legacy gift to the RIH Foundation can
take many forms, and usually provides
your estate with tax savings that may
offset a significant portion of the
charitable gift itself. Along with leaving
a gift in your will, you can set up a
charitable trust or name the RIH
Foundation as a beneficiary on a
registered investment account or life
insurance policy. If you would like to
learn more about supporting the RIH
Foundation in your estate planning,
ask your professional advisor or reach
out to the RIH Foundation, today.

Legacy Donors

Joe and June Butler

The following donors have confirmed a deferred gift to the RIH
Foundation and are recognized here with our sincere gratitude:

Trudi & Lyle Backman
Dr. Rob Baker
Ed & Dianne Barker
Donna Chang
Harvey & Barbara Comazzetto
Craig & Sandy Cook
Lynne Gardner
Bruce & Susan Goddard
Dr. Maureen Leia-Stephen
Ken Lepin
Robin & Maureen MacDonald
Anthony Muzzillo &
Evelina Coschizza

Dr. Lloyd H. & Rae Nixon

Gerald & Wendy Patrick
In Memory of Kelly

Gloria & Hubert Plante

Lorraine Romanin

Doug & Adhiel Rutledge

Audrey Saigeon

Dr. Jim Stephen

Lana & Murray Todd

Lynda Vankoughnett

Dr. Cornel & Hema Wijeyesinghe

Sharna & Jim Yates
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OUR DONORS

Those Who Make it Possible:
Recognizing our Donors

Donors who gave $1,000 or more
between January 1st - December 31st,
2024, are recognized here with our
sincerest thanks.

$250,000+

Afternoon Auxiliary to the
Royal Inland Hospital

Gaglardi Family

Estate of Clint Hilliard

Teck Resources Limited

$100,000-$249,999

Estate of Joseph Abel

Ron & Eileen Bacon

Estate of Ray Dunsmore

Kelson Group

MacLoch Ranch

Guy Mercier Family

Nicola Valley Health Care Auxiliary
Estate of Lloyd Williams

$50,000-$99,999
Arrow Group of Companies
Judy & Kevin Chaben
Dr. Archie E. Dempster &
E. Jane Dempster
Robbie & Calla Dunn
Evening Auxiliary to the
Royal Inland Hospital
James & Jessie Fedorak
Jeff & Jane Glaicar
Kruger Inc.
New Gold Inc. - New Afton Mine
Hubert & Gloria Plante
Kamloops Honda, a CanadaOne
Cares Dealership
Frank & Almerina Rizzardo Family
Tricia Sellmer
Teck Highland Valley Copper
The van Diemen Family Foundation
Unifor theUnion

$25,000-$49,999
Evelyn Bowersock

Ray & Donna Frolek
Carol & Wayne Gilroy

Kamloops Blazers Scholarship &
Education Society

Estate of Eliese Kaposzta

Al Patel & Bhavna (Bina) Patel

RJames Management Group Ltd.

Roger & Lillian Schreiner

Dr. Lisa Steele & lain Currie

Eileen & Merv Storzuk

Kenneth & Elna Strand

Sussex Insurance

$10,000-$24,999
A&T Project Developments Inc.
Rick & Sharon Arnish
Bartelt Family
BCLC
Vero & Brenda Boeker
Kevin Boulega
Canadian Pacific Kansas City
Cascades Casino Kamloops
Fiona Chan
Evelyn Chilton
Colombo Lodge Italian Cultural Centre
Jack & Lucille Dempsey Family
Doane Grant Thornton Foundation
Tom & Mary Dobrovony & Family
Dr. S&N Mohamed Family Foundation
Earl's Kamloops
Ken & Marilyn Ezzard
Halston Esso
Al & Jean Harrison & Family
Inland Truck & Equipment
Kamloops Professional Firefighters
IAFF Local 913
Kamloops Radiologists
Kamloops Street Rod Association
Kruger Kamloops Pulp L.P.
Lyons Landscaping Ltd.
Harry & Julia Marr Family
Mark & Sally Nairn
Dr. Lloyd & Rae Nixon
Jane & Buzz Osterloh
Dr. Krishna Parghi &
Dr. Gautam Parghi
Rivershore Chrysler
Michelle Santo
Rob & Kim Splane
Sulkowski Family Foundation
Diane Suran

Bill & Terri Swaine

TB Vets Charitable Foundation

Unifor Local 10-B

Uptown Chefs Catering + Events -
Romeo's Kitchen + Spirits

Variety The Children’s Charity

John & Arlene Walker

Estate of Verna Zawaduk

$5,000-$9,999

Estate of Harvey Adams

Andrew Karpiak Personal Real
Estate Co.

Scott & Tera Angstadt

Argus Homes Ltd.

Armstrong Family Foundation

Ashcroft & District Health Care
Auxiliary

Barsi Enterprises Ltd.

Gurdev Kaur Basran

BC Interior Community Foundation

Best Western Plus Kamloops Hotel

Biocomposites Ltd.

Michael & Lisa Blanchard

Estate of Alexander Bodie

Estate of Joan Boon

Arlene Bourassa & Bruce Newton

Mark & Ellen Brown

James & Norma Browne

Bryan & Jana Reid

Canadian Western Bank

Val Cartmel & Joan Gagnon

Dr. Jeevyn Chahal

Charity Golf International

Shalen Curle

Renza Digeso

Dr. Laura Zeznik

Dianne Dreyer

Ebbots Holding Dave & Helga Stobbe

EllisDon

Frolek Cattle Co. Ltd.

Goodco West Investment Corporation

Justin & Alicia Grover

Hall Excavating Ltd.

HUB International Insurance Brokers

John C. Kerr Family Foundation

Kamloops Aberdeen Lions Club

Kamloops Insurance Brokers
Association

Kamloops Paddlewheelers Lions Club

Kamloops Pulp Society

KPMG LLP

Ledcor Charitable Foundation

Lee’s Music

Linda Turner Personal Real Estate
Corporation

Dympna Maguire

Douglas (Sandy) & Elaine Mallory

Dr. Alex & Lynn McLean

Shirley A. McMillan

Ronald McTaggart

Lorne & Michelle Morris

Eugene & Pam Nagai

Dr. Richard Olthuis & Jerry Stack

Jon & Phyllis Pankuch

Estate of Dr. Reginald Petersen

Michael Pipe

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Rocky Mountaineer

Dr. Michael Ross & Elizabethe
Arseneau

Rotary Club of Kamloops Aurora
Centennial

Nicholas Schmidt

Show ‘n’ Shine Hot Nite in the
City Society

Spice Indian Cuisine

Karl Stegemann

Sun Country Toyota

The Keystone of Life Foundation

Clarice Ungrin

Dr. Nicholas & Tracey Von Dehn

Western Roofing Master Roofers Ltd.

Windsor Plywood Kamloops

$1,000-$4,999

100 Mile District General Hospital
Auxiliary

Abbott Wealth Management Inc.
D. Mark Bertoli & John Van Limbeek

Acera Insurance

Dr. Ben & Lorene Anders

Jeff Arnold

Michael & Christina Atkins

Frances Atkinson

ATS Traffic

Noreen Avery

Daniel Bader

Igbal & Premijit Bains

Ed & Dianne Barker

Helen Barnett

Elizabeth Barrie

Ivana & Daniel Baudin

Steve Bell

Margaret Bennett

Arnold & Bernice Bepple

Berwick on the Park

Kathleen Biagioni &
Michael Schreiner

Stella Black

Denise Bouwmeester

Judy Brennan

Brentwood Enterprises Ltd.

Bridgeport Floors

Howard & Freda Brown

Spencer & Janet Bryson

Keith Bryson

Buffel Enterprises Ltd.

Gerhard & Marilyn Buller

Dr. Kurt Buller

Joyce Calder

Lino & Gabriella Campagnaro

John & Andrea Campbell

Ed & Gennette Campbell

Canadian Tire

Marjorie Cartwright

Central Salvage Ltd.

Century Glass (85) Ltd.

Estate of Lois Chisholm

Dr. Stephen Chow

Cleanway Supply Inc.

Harvey & Barbara Comazzetto

Jeremy Comazzetto

Craig Cook

Cooper Equipment Rentals

Alisa Coquet & David Kinna

Deborah Coquet Varga &
George Varga

Belinda Craig

Monica Crawford

Darren & Danielle Cuthbertson

Sarah & Anthony Cuzzetto

Jean Dahl

Donald Dalgleish

Dan's Kamloops Collision Centre Ltd.

Roxanne Dauncey
John & Colleen Davis
Dearborn Ford
Sandra Dever

Dr. James & Laura Doan
Brenda & Michael Donaldson
Don's Auto Towing
Dr. G. Sra Medical Professional

Corporation
Dr. S. Prasad Inc.
Dr. Eugene & Dawn Ebata
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Farmcrest Foods Ltd.
Mike & Lynnette Ferguson
Maria Findrik & Family
Grayden & Sangita Flanagan
Frank Forio
Dom Fortier
Kirsten Fowler & Amrit Sekhon
Fulton
Future Roots Restoration Ltd.
Dr. Anders Ganstal &

Dr. Jennifer Takahashi
Greg Garrish
Don Garrish
Gateway Repairs Truck & Trailer Ltd.
Gerald K. Watson Law Corporation
Boota Singh Ghuman
Andre & Maureen Giasson
Igbal & Harbinder Gill
David & Donna Gillespie
Bruno Gnoato Family
Gordon & Lynn Gordey
Dr. G. Basavana Gowd
William & Carol Greenhalgh
H. Hook Contracting
Ron & Andrea Hall
Ronald Hambly
Doug & Laurie Haughton & Family
Sheila Hayes
Onkar Singh Heer
Sonia & Alvin Hickey
Vivian Hildebrand
Cecil & Barbara-Anne Hills
Maurice Hindle & Sydney Johnsen
Robert & Mirella Holden
Dr. Nancy Hudson
Greg & Nancy Hughes
Bill & Sheryl Hyde
Alan & Meg Innes
Interior Plumbing & Heating
Estate of May Jacob
Dr. Colin & Kathryn James
Dr. Gerald James
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OUR DONORS

Dorwin Janicki

Dr. Makam S. Jayaprakash

John's Share of Blessings Foundation

Joey Jorgenson

Kings Motor Inn

Kal Tire

Kami Countertops (2005) Ltd.

Kamloops Ford Lincoln

Kamloops Kia

Kamloops Tirecraft

Barry & Anna Kato

William Kermode

Jagir Kaur Khun Khun

Donald & Judi Knapp

Knights of Columbus 9697

Garry & Valerie Krausher

Ernie Kroeger

Larry Lampreau

Lapper Entertainment & Security

Leonard & Carolynn Leeuw

Dr. Maureen Leia-Stephen

Patrick & Patricia Linge

Victor Lizzi

London Drugs Foundation

Evan Lowe

Loyal Order of Moose #1552

Rob & Cheryl Lyall

Michael Lynn

Robin MacDonald

Surinder & Kuldip Mahal

Dr. Daniel Malebranche &
Dr. Mary Malebranche

Darlene Malfair

Donna Marchand

Mark A. Bartle Law Corporation

Ken & Barb Marsh

Mary Ann’s Macarons

Scott & Elizabeth McComb

John McCurrach

Dave & Pat McDonald

Constance Mcdougall

Ken McElroy

Shirley McGillivray

Daniel & Colleen McLean

Allan & Catherine McNeely

Metro Reload Ltd.

Middleton Petroleum Services

Diane Mikalishen

MJL Law Corporation

Daryl & Lorene Moen

Estate of Emiline Moffat

Carla Monson & Tait Murray

Sharon Moore

Giulio & Roberta Moroni

Stan & Marilyn Moskwa

Vic & Sally Mowbray

Greg & Kim Munden, Munden
Management Advisors Ltd.

J.W. Gordon & Mary Mutch

Anthony Muzzillo & Evelina Coshizza

Dr. Heather Myers

Roland Neave

Norman & Patricia Nelson

Dr. David Nicholl & Dr. Zoe Glover

Nick Carter D.J. Services

Mr. & Mrs. Nisbet

No Limits Fitness

Kurt & Lanette Nordick

North Kamloops ANAVETS #290

North Kamloops Lions Club

North Kamloops Royal Purple #277

North Shuswap Lions Club

North-Wood Environmental Services

Dr. Kyle & Shelley Okano

Oriental Gardens Restaurant

Overland West Freight Lines

Gurdeep Pannu

Hasmukh & Sangita Parekh

Dr. Elizabeth Parfitt &
Dr. Paul Campsall

Parklane Pool & Spa

Estate of Adrian Patrick

Wendy & Gerald Patrick

Clayton Peterson

Petland Kamloops

Victor & Bev Poleschuk

Joseph & Maria Presta

Provincial Employees Community
Services Fund

Dr. Shawn Pun

Gian Karu Puni

Guy Putoto

Ramada Kamloops

RE/MAX Real Estate (Kamloops)

Melvin & Ruth Recchi

Michael Reid & Patricia Brennan-Reid

Dr. Todd Ring

Albert & Angela Rockl

Urb & Enid Rolin

Lorraine Romanin

Rooham Electric Ltd.

Brian & Anne Ross

Lori Roy

Royal Bank of Canada

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #194
Ladies Auxiliary

Ryan van Diemen

Victor & Lani Rye

SafetyDriven Trucking Safety
Council of BC

Audrey Saigeon

Gary & Sandra Sandulescu

Surinder Sangha

Dr. Robert & EIma Schemenauer

Dr. Tim Schmidt

Del & Shannon Schneider

Edwin Scott

Signature Signs & Printing

Larry & Brenda Sill

Silvertip Resource Consulting Ltd.

Roy Simpson

Stamer Family

Star West Petroleum Ltd.

Dorothy Stuart

Summit Eyecare Centre

Sun Peaks Resort

Supplement King

Kevin Swedburg & Rosalyn Curry

Darryl & Sharlene Sydor

Bob & Diane Tarry

Kent & Jennifer Taylor

Telus Community Ambassadors

The Grocery People Food Service
Kamloops

Vern Thomas

Thompson Hotel Ltd.

Brian & Nola Tiffen

Melanie Toporowski

Tourism Kamloops

Trans Mountain Canada Inc.

Susan Turner

United Way British Columbia

Valley First, a division of First West
Credit Union

Amanda Vogel

Dr. Robert Walter & Dr. Jill Calder

Kenneth & Beverly Warner

Ralph Warner

Karen Watt

Eric & Sandra Weiser

James & Barbara Wentworth

Westland Insurance Group

Gary Westphal

Westway Plumbing & Heating

Bryan White &
Glennis Davidson-White

Karen Willies

Rob & Rachel Wilson
Wingate Kamloops
Ronald Wittenbecher
Elsie & Bruno Wojak
Woodland Equipment Inc.
Zak & Decker Law

Memorial Gifis

Memorial gifts demonstrate

a timeless commitment for all who
look to RIH for care, now and in
the future. These gifts fund patient
care equipment and other special
programs that promote healthcare
excellence in our region. These me-
morial gifts were made in memory
of the following people between
January 1st - December 31st, 2024.

Allan Ackles
Frank Alpino
Glen Baber

Paige Lynn Bailey
Bev Barrett

Paul and Erna Bartelt
Jit Singh Basran
Charles Bateman
Susan Bell

Roy Ivan Bennett
Bill Bilton

Arturo Giorgio Bittante
Gemma Bittante
Ursula Boeker
Susan Bottos
James Bowersock
James Brennan
Keith Brown
Carmela Bruno
Marcello Bruno
Sam Bruno
Teresa Bruno
Janice Buller
Lynn Burrows
Hugh Calder
Brian R. Carter
Robert Cassidy
John Chicoine

W. Dale Chilton
Helen Clark
Harry & Darlene Clarke
Evelyn Clough

Antonio Corea
Maria Corea

Bruno Covaceuszach
Brian N. Crozier
Alice DeAngelo
John DeCicco

Bruno Demasi

Bev Denman

Frank Derose
Sarwan S. Dhillon
Frank Digeso
Harold Dreyer
Steve Du Preez
Patricia Ego

Frank E. Endersby
Eva Farquhar
Bradley W. Ferguson
Stephanie Filipic
Dave Flack

Rob Flockhart
Shirley Gallant
Minh Non Gau
Terry Green

Fred Hammarlund
Harbhajan Kaur Heer
Ben Hildebrand
Dorothy Hilton
Michael R. Hitt
Wayne Hollingshead
Rioh Hove

Robin Howie

Daniel Howland
Doreen Innes
Patricia Jacobs
Donna Janicki
Bruce Kabus

M. Ann Kermode
Edith Kershaw
Satnam S. Khun Khun
Val Leblanc

Irene Lilly

Hardev Maan

Robin MacDonald
Eero lisakki Makela
Albert Malfair
Beverly Marriott
Joan Mason

Murray Mason
Richard McGillivray
Joanne McGowan
Melanie L. McIntosh
Joan McQuillan

R. Terry McQuillan
Deolinda Medeiros
Xavier Nathan George Gonzalez Mena
Franco Mercuri
Kathryn Michell
Michael Mikalishen
Alvin Millhouse

Bill Morrison

Nina Moutsos

Judith Naylor

Allan Nielsen

Vittorio P. Pagnotta
lolanda Palermo

Joy Parkes

Zora Pavlovic

Rino Piva

Donald G. Powell
Trish Sallaway
Gertrude Sandulescu
Anthony “Tony” Santo
Tony Saville

Brenda Sawich
Carroll Scott

Ina Senechal

Chattan Singh Serown
Len Short

Roy Simmonds
Kehar/Inder Singh
Margaret Spina
Isabell Spoozak
Joseph Srocen
Edward Stewart

Tosh Takenaka
Wendelin Ternes
Polly Thomas

Bob Troke

Doreen I. Veale
William (Bill) Vice
Maria C. Vieira

Tom Wallace

Eileen Watson
Norma Watts
Elizabeth Wengberg
John Wetmore
Gordon Willies
Christiana Wittenbecher
Elaine Wolfson

Nolan Thomas Wycherley
Paul Yanko
Alexandria Elsie Zachary
Mavis Zagar
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Royal Inland Hospital
Phote/by Jason McVicar & Paul Campsall.

Acknowledgment:

The Royal Inland Hospital Foundation acknowledges that we are located on Tk'emIL'Jps te Secwépemc territory, situated
within the unceded ancestral lands of the Secwépemc Nation, where we live, learn, collaborate and work together.

We are deeply grateful to the Indigenous communities in our region who graciously lend their support to the RIH
Foundation and for those who have helped make our hospital a culturally diverse and inclusive place for all.
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