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2022 - 2023 ANNUAL REPORT 
Bringing You the Healthcare You Deserve
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Volunteer work is the embodiment of humanity’s greatest 
potential—a profound testament to the power of self-
lessness and compassion. It is the resounding voice that 
echoes across communities, bridging gaps, and healing 
wounds. The value of volunteer work transcends mon-
etary worth, for its currency lies in the transformation it 
ignites within both the giver and the receiver. It is a force 

that dismantles barriers, erases divisions, and fosters 
unity. Through volunteerism, we unveil the genuine as-
pects of our shared existence, realizing that our collective 
strength lies not in personal gain, but in lifting others up. 
This can be seen through the work of two very special 
groups of volunteers who are known as the Afternoon & 
Evening Auxiliary to the Royal Inland Hospital.

As new Board Chair of the Royal 
Inland Hospital (RIH) Foundation, 
it is my honour and privilege to 
bring you the 2022-2023 annual 
report. My inspiration for being 
a part of the RIH Foundation 
stemmed from my own personal 
experience with RIH. As my par-

ents grew older, both of them relied on the exceptional 
care and services provided by RIH. Witnessing firsthand 
the compassionate support they received, I was moved 
to consider how I could give back to our community in 
a profound and meaningful way. And thus, my path led 
me to the RIH Foundation Board, where I am humbled by 
the opportunity to contribute to a cause that has deeply 
touched my heart.

Volunteering has always been an integral part of my life, 
and it is through my diverse involvement in various end- 
eavours, such as the Kamloops Central Business Improve-
ment Association, Thompson Rivers University Alumni 
Association, Thompson Rivers University Wolfpack Soccer 
Club, and the Rivers Football Club, that I have come to  
understand the immense power of community. In  
collaboration with the RIH Foundation Board, I intend  
to channel my network into action, facilitating the 
acquisition of essential equipment, developing innova-
tive solutions to recruit and retain valuable healthcare 
professionals to our area, while advocating passion-
ately to bring comprehensive cancer care and addition-
al addiction supports to Kamloops. Our collective voice, 
fortified by the strength of our community, can bring 
about the transformative changes we aspire to see.

Over the past five years, my journey with the RIH 
Foundation Board has been one of tremendous growth 
and enlightenment. What began as a shared vision, has 
evolved into a familial bond, both between the board 
members and the remarkable staff of the RIH Foundation. 
Working alongside these passionate individuals has  

enriched my understanding of the unique needs of RIH, 
and the personal relationships we have forged have  
deepened my commitment to our cause.

As we move forward, I invite each and every one of you 
to stand alongside us, embracing the power of unity, 
compassion, and philanthropy. Together, let us create a 
brighter future for Royal Inland Hospital and our commu-
nity at large. As we reflect on the year that was, know that 
your support has uplifted countless lives and inspired hope 
in the face of adversity. On behalf of the RIH Foundation, 
Board of Directors, our medical staff, nurses, allied health 
professionals, and patients, thank you for making this year  
in review one to be proud of. It is an honour to serve as 
the Board Chair of the Royal Inland Hospital Foundation, 
and I am filled with anticipation for the incredible accom-
plishments we will achieve together in the years to come.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Dino Bernardo, RIH Foundation Board Chair

Time: A Meaningful Gesture
That Makes a Transformational Difference

Embracing a Year of Progress: 
A Warm Welcome from the Board Chair

“In my role as the CEO of the RIH Foundation, I am 
blessed with the profound privilege of crossing  

paths with extraordinary individuals who possess  
an unwavering commitment and shared passion  
for enhancing healthcare accessibility right here  

in Kamloops. Together, with our cherished  
donors, we are making an indelible mark upon  
the very landscape of healthcare in our region.  

Let this annual report serve as a testament  
to the collective power of compassion,  

determination, and the infinite possibilities  
we can accomplish. Together We Rise.” 

~ Heidi Coleman, RIH Foundation CEO

The Afternoon Auxiliary to the Royal Inland  
Hospital was established in 1899 by the wives of  
doctors who had a clear vision that endures to this day. 
Their mission is to provide special patient care equip-
ment for Royal Inland Hospital. The Afternoon Auxiliary 
is considered to be one of the largest supporters of  
the RIH Foundation. Their fundraising efforts are 
achieved through numerous initiatives, two of which  
include the RIH Gift Shop situated in the heart of the 
Phil and Jennie Gaglardi Tower and the Thrift Seller  
located in downtown Kamloops – mainly operated by 
volunteers. Recently, this ambitious and dedicated 
group of individuals made a $1 million commitment to 
the RIH Foundation in support of the newly established 
Child & Adolescent Mental Health and Substance Use 
Unit. This gift has the power to positively transform the 
lives of children and adolescents in need, setting them 
on a path toward a brighter future. 

The Evening Auxiliary to the Royal Inland Hospital 
was established in 1962 by a group of women who 
wished to give back to their community. They were  
working professionals, some with children that were 
unable to meet in the afternoon and therefore chose to 
form an evening group. The Evening Auxiliary supports 
the hospital through countless fundraising initiatives, 
with one of the most notable being their annual  
Craft-A-Fair. Here, hundreds of local vendors and  
artisans gather to sell their handcrafted items. This 
craft fair is known to be one of the largest in our region, 
drawing in thousands of people each year. While the 
Evening Auxiliary shares the same mission of helping  
to purchase life-saving equipment at RIH, they have a  
special affinity toward labour and delivery. This was 
shown through their recent gift of $850,000 in support 
of the Obstetrical Services Unit.

> If you are interested in learning more about  
the Evening Auxiliary’s commitment to supporting  

the Obstetrical Services Unit at RIH, scan here.

> If you would like to listen to a heartfelt video  
outlining the Afternoon Auxiliary’s inspiration  

to support the Child and Adolescent Mental  
Health and Substance Use Unit, scan here.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Dino Bernardo - Chair
Dave Maurer – Vice Chair
Jessy Sra – Treasurer
Pamela Fawcett – Secretary
Kathleen Biagioni - Director

Dr. Ron Chale - Director
Fiona Chan - Director
Heidi Coleman - Ex-Officio
Mary-Elizabeth Harrison - Director
Shelley Hutchison - Director
Andrew Karpiak – Director

Aidan Kelly - Director
Lynn Littlejohns – Director
Greg Munden - Director
Kerri Priddle – Director
Jenny Quince – Director
Rob Wilson - Director
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      The RIH Foundation  
                  has helped to bring
                  OVER 50 MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS TO KAMLOOPS.

Recruiting and Retaining a Thriving Community 
of Healthcare Professionals

Networking 

Opportunities

Job Opportunities 

for Spouses
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Childcare

Emergency Medicine 

Vascular Surgery 
Internal Medicine

Family Medicine

Maternity Care

Travel Nursing

TRFO/Obstetrics 

Radiology

Psychiatry

Infectious Disease

Gastroenterology 

Neurology

Cardiology

Orthopedics 

Anesthesiology

Pathology

In 2022, we seized the opportunity to relocate  
to Kamloops. We recognized the shortage of physicians in this  

area and looked forward to serving this community by joining the  
incredible network of professionals at Royal Inland Hospital. Since moving,  

we have found the RIH Foundation to be an invaluable source of support and  
guidance, helping us establish roots in this vibrant city. Heidi Coleman and her  

dedicated team have been there for us every step of the way, guiding us  
not only in finding our ideal family home but also in helping us  

to make meaningful connections within the community. ” 

~ Dr. Mary Malebranche, RIH General Internist &  
Dr. Danny Malebranche, RIH Cardiologist

“

Here are just some of the ways we have helped medical 
professionals plant roots in Kamloops: 

The RIH Foundation has played a pivotal role in supporting retention efforts 
at RIH, while also attracting healthcare professionals to our region through 
multifaceted endeavors aimed at helping new professionals establish roots 
in Kamloops. In doing so, we aim to improve the longevity of vital healthcare 
programs in our region, paving the way for a more sustainable future.  

WHAT THEY 
BRING TO OUR 
COMMUNITY

WHAT WE 
BRING

TO THEM

>  Are you interested in how  
you can support bringing  
medical professionals to  
Kamloops? Contact us today!  

Phone: 250-314-2325  
Email: rihf@interiorhealth.ca

There are many creative ways our community can support the RIH Foundation’s 
recruitment and retention efforts. In the interest of staff recruitment, one of RIH’s 
very own pathologists, Dr. Lisa Steele, currently lends the RIH Foundation use of  
her fully furnished apartment so that we are able to provide readily available short 
term housing to physicians we are recruiting. In 2022, one of our beloved donors 
gave the RIH Foundation the gift of accommodation for healthcare providers by 
generously donating a $1 million home in the heart of downtown Kamloops.RI
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“

“

Soon, patients requiring emergency services  
will be treated in the newly renovated Teck 
Emergency Department, where the environment 
mirrors the unwavering dedication and  
compassion that our extraordinary medical 
professionals bring to their work each and every 
day. In the near future, as doors to the new  
Teck Emergency Department open, patients will 
experience a profound transformation in the 
way emergency medicine is delivered at Royal 
Inland Hospital (RIH). Within the well thought 
out designed Teck Emergency Department,  
patients will benefit from improved access to 
treatment, enhanced infection control through 
the innovative use of antimicrobial copper 
installed on all high traffic areas, and elevated 
comfort with 73 new private treatment spaces. 
The Teck Emergency Department will revolu-
tionize patient outcomes, providing expanded 
and exceptional care in one of British Columbia’s  
busiest emergency centres. 

RI
H

FO
U

N
D

A
TI

O
N

.C
A

06

On February 7th, 2023, Max Simons, local business owner 
of MXS Electric was wrapping up a typical day at work when 
he slipped and fell six feet off a ladder. Initially, he thought 
he might have sprained his ankle but soon realized his 
injury was much worse. Max called his wife Stephanie and 
within minutes they were on their way to Royal Inland 
Hospital’s Emergency Department. As they entered the 
hospital, a feeling of apprehension overtook them when 
they saw how busy it was. After checking in with the triage 
nurse, Max and Stephanie sat patiently as they prepared 
for a long and painful night ahead. Almost immediately, a 
nurse came to assess him and within no time Max was be-
ing wheeled away for a X-ray. After looking at the results, 
Emergency Physician, Dr. Devin Herbert informed Max  
that his left calcaneus (heel) was broken but they weren’t 
sure to what extent. Soon, they whisked him away again  
to undergo a CT scan. The results showed that Max’s heel 
and cuboid bone were severely fractured. With no hesi-
tation, Dr. Herbert placed Max’s foot in a splint, gave him 
medication to manage the pain, and booked him in to  
see an orthopedic surgeon at 7:30 am the very next day. 
The entire process took less than two and a half hours. 

Max explains, “My overwhelmingly positive experience in 
RIH’s Emergency Department is a testament to the incred-
ibly hardworking staff and their commitment to treating 
patients with the utmost efficiency and attentiveness. 
Working in healthcare is not easy, especially over the last 
few years. I know that the staff working on the floor that 
night were there because they genuinely care for human 
life. No matter what circumstances they were faced with,  
I witnessed them put their own struggles aside and show 
up for the people who needed help.”

The next day, Max and Stephanie returned to RIH to see 
Orthopedic Surgeon, Dr. Jonathan Bourget-Murray, who 
recommended that Max undergo reconstructive surgery. 
Max agreed, and within a few hours found himself being 
wheeled on a gurney into a new operating theatre within 
the Phil and Jennie Gaglardi Tower. 

Max’s wife Stephanie recalls, “I never questioned if  
Dr. Bourget-Murray was going to do a good job. As 
someone who works in healthcare as a dental hygienist, I 
thoroughly understand the importance of evidence based 
practice. Dr. Bourget-Murray knew the current research 
inside and out. He answered every question I had and alle-
viated all of my fears. I had full faith in what he could do.” 

After four long hours, Max emerged from the operating 
room - the surgery was a success. He spent the night  
recovering in hospital and the very next day made his  
journey home to reunite with his family. Both Max and 
Stephanie were astonished by the multidisciplinary care  
he received from start to finish. In the Emergency Depart-
ment, each member of the team performed their duties 
with the utmost proficiency. Dr. Bourget-Murray’s depth  
of knowledge and willingness to consult with his colleagues 
prior to, during, and after surgery, provided Max with the 
ultimate reassurance when he needed it most. Post opera-
tion, while Max’s nurses cared for him into the night, an  
occupational therapist stepped in to ensure that he  
had everything he needed to thrive at home. Today,  
Max is well on his way to recovery.

A Journey of Restoration: 
Rediscovering Faith in Healthcare

Revitalizing the Lifeline: The Teck Emergency  
Department Ushers in a New Era for RIH

THE POWER OF TRANSFORMATION: CHARTING THE PATH FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

The new Teck Emergency Department will be 68% larger, with vertical (14) and horizontal (12) zone treatment  
rooms to maximize patient flow in and out of the unit, ultimately providing effective and timely patient care. 
Mental health and wellness was at the forefront of planning this new department, with thoughtfully planned 
treatment areas to accommodate patients needing this type of secure and specialized care. This intentionally 
designed space including a total of 73 private treatment rooms will also feature the following: 

Ambulance 
Holding 
Areas

Trauma
Bays

Secure
Rooms

Streamlined 
Triage Stations

Resuscitation
Rooms

To learn more about the 
Teck Emergency Department, 

coming soon. Scan this QR 
code to watch an exciting 

video about what is to come. 20
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Over the last few years, Royal Inland Hospital has been portrayed in a  
pretty negative light but I personally have nothing but positive things 
to say. My experience at Royal Inland Hospital has restored my faith 
in our healthcare system. If it wasn’t for Dr. Herbert, Dr. Bourget-  
Murray and all of the other incredible healthcare professionals  
involved in my care, I would not be where I am today.”           
~ Max Simons, Grateful Patient

“The emergency medicine team is excited 
to offer to the community an Emergency 
Department at RIH that will be efficient, 
safe and comfortable for both patients 
and staff. We developed the design with 
a diverse group of staff and architects 
having expertise in all facets of services 
provided in a tertiary trauma Emergency 
Department, using diligent research and 
collaboration with departments across 
Canada. We created a more therapeutic  
and private area for patients with a 
mental health or substance use crisis. 
Resuscitation of critically ill patients will 
be greatly expanded. We have focused on 
high efficiency and smooth flow of patients through the department, as well 
as initiating early medical care and investigations. The new Teck Emergency 
Department will be a place to provide quality patient care that is comfortable 
and rewarding to work in and will help improve recruitment to Kamloops.” 

~ Dr. Alan Vukusic, MD, CCFP(EM) Emergency Physician Lead, Emergency  
Department Design Committee Department Head & Medical Director, Emergency  
Medicine, RIH Clinical Assistant Professor, Dept. of Emergency Medicine, UBC
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250,000+
Afternoon Auxiliary to the 
     Royal Inland Hospital
Ron & Eileen Bacon Family
Gaglardi Family
Teck Resources Limited

$100,000-$249,999
Petr & Ines Duda
Ralph & Linda Emsland Family
Evening Auxiliary to the 
     Royal Inland Hospital
Frank Gottfriedson & Family
Estate of Stephen Hamel
Kelson Group
MacLoch Ranch
Guy Mercier Family
Dr. Lloyd & Rae Nixon
The Stollery Charitable Foundation
Warner Rentals Ltd.
Zimmer Autogroup

$50,000-$99,999
Arrow Group of Companies
Spencer & Janet Bryson

Domtar Inc.
James & Jessie Fedorak
Estate of Dr. Reginald Petersen
Renkema Family
Frank & Almerina Rizzardo Family
Kenneth & Elna Strand
Teck Highland Valley Copper
Unifor theUnion
Western Roofing Master Roofers Ltd.

$25,000-$49,999
Fiona Chan
Ciriani Family
Estate of Oswald Ehret
Kamloops Blazers Scholarship & 
     Education Society
Ken Lepin
Anthony Muzzillo & Michael Schreiner 
     (Smith Chevrolet Cadillac Ltd.) 
Lillian Schreiner
Sussex Insurance
TB Vets Charitable Foundation
Linda Thomson
Variety - The Children’s Charity

Honouring Our Donors

COME VIEW 
OUR GALLERY OF 
GRATITUDE! 

$10,000-$24,999
A&T Project Developments Inc.
Art Knapp Kamloops
James & Evelyn Bowersock
Scott & Michele Campbell
CPKC
Harvey & Barbara Comazzetto
Dave Robinson Memorial Fund
Steve & Ladonne Davidson
Jack & Lucille Dempsey Family
Dr. S&N Mohamed Family Foundation
Earls Kamloops
Exceed Electrical Engineering
Ken & Marilyn Ezzard 
Pamela & Jason Fawcett and Family
Ray & Donna Frolek
Carol & Wayne Gilroy
Alan & Dawn Gozda
Estate of Peter & Rena Hamming
Inland Truck & Equipment 
Derek & Jacqueline Johnston
Kamloops Ford Lincoln
Kamloops Street Rod Association
Harry & Julia Marr Family
Greg & Kim Munden, Munden Ventures Ltd.
Mark & Sally Nairn
Jane & Buzz Osterloh
Dr. Krishna Parghi
RBC Foundation
RJames Management Group Ltd.
Rotary Club of Kamloops
Rotary Club of Kamloops Daybreak

Rotary Club of Kamloops West
Ryan W. Smith - House & Home Mortgage Co.
Michael Schreiner & Anthony Muzzillo 
     (Kamloops Hyundai)
Show ‘n’ Shine Hot Nite in the City Society
Rob & Kim Splane
Sulkowski Family Foundation
Unifor Local 10-B
Valley First, a division of First West Credit Union
John & Arlene Walker
Yitung Buddhist Temple

$5,000-$9,999
A & L Septic 2014 Ltd.
Abbott Wealth Management Inc. D. Mark Bertoli & 
     John Van Limbeek
AKT Insurance Services Ltd.
Andrew Karpiak Personal Real Estate Co.
Argus Homes Ltd.
Rick & Sharon Arnish
James Ashby
Ashcroft & District Health Care Auxiliary
Barsi Enterprises Ltd. (BC)
Gurdev Kaur Basran
Tyson Battistella
Steve Bell
Walter & Lillian Bopfinger, Trinity Creek Ranch, Lumby
BCLC
Mark & Ellen Brown
Bry’s Automotive & Customs
Canadian Institute of Mining
Cascades Casino Kamloops
Judy & Kevin Chaben
Dr. Jeevyn Chahal
Chaney Family Foundation
Barbara Conroy
Frank & Renza Digeso
Ebbots Holding, Dave & Helga Stobbe
EllisDon
Chris & Holly Emsland
Emsland & Associates Insurance Services Ltd.
Harbans Singh & Paramjit Kaur Gill
Chris & Bonnie Goss
Tim Hall
Halston Esso
Al & Jean Harrison and Family
Kamloops Aberdeen Lions Club
Kamloops Mazda
Kamloops Paddlewheelers Lions Club
Kamloops Pulp Society
KPMG Foundation
Dr. Maureen Leia-Stephen
Linda Turner Personal Real Estate Corporation
Lisa Novak Photography
Dr. Alex & Lynn McLean
Shirley A. McMillan
Janet Miller
Estate of Keiko ‘Kay’ Mori
Lorne & Michelle Morris
Jim & Linda Munden, J. Munden Holdings Ltd.
Dr. Richard Olthuis & Jerry Stack
Anil R. & Jyoti Parekh
Mike & Melanie Parker

Kerri & Jason Priddle
Ernesta Robinson
Rotary Club of Kamloops Aurora Centennial
Estate of Heinrich Schmidt
Sun Country Toyota
Edward & Clarice Ungrin
United Way of Northern British Columbia
Uptown Chefs Catering + Events - Romeo’s 
     Kitchen + Spirits

$1,000-$4,999
100 Mile District General Hospital Auxiliary
Helen Adams
Judy Ahrweiler
Alkam Holdings Ltd.
Dr. Benjamin & Lorene Anders
Betty Anderson
Ruth Angus
Angel Cecile Archibald
Jeff Arnold
Michael & Chris Atkins
Frances Atkinson
Harbinder Bains
Iqbal Bains
Margaret Bangen
Steve & Lori Banks
Ed & Dianne Barker
Elizabeth Barrie
BC Interior Community Foundation
Estate of Anneli & Patrick Belanger
Tim Bell & Kirsten Graver
Margaret Bennett
Arnold & Bernice Bepple
Mark & Donna Bertoli
Stella Black
Blackstone Excavation
Michael & Lisa Blanchard
Donald & Sheila Bogie
Mary R. Bonderud
Arlene Bourassa & Bruce Newton
James & Judy Brennan
Brentwood Enterprises Ltd.
British Columbia Trucking Association
Howard & Freda Brown
Paola Bruno
Keith Bryson
Dr. Kurt & Diana Buller
Dr. C. Jill Calder & Dr. Robert Walter
Lino & Gabriella Campagnaro
Dorothy Campbell
John & Andrea Campbell
Ed Campbell
Canadian Western Bank
Central Salvage Ltd.
Alexx Chesney
Dale & Debbie Clark
Ken Cocker
Heidi, Glenn & Julian Coleman Hilke
Geoff & Kathy Collier
Craig Cook
Alisa Coquet & David Kinna
Darren & Danielle Cuthbertson
Jean Dahl

As the hospital undergoes renovations, the Royal Inland 
Hospital (RIH) Foundation has moved our recognition walls  
that express appreciation for the generous support pro-
vided by the donors over the years. The recognition walls 
previously located on the 2nd floor of the main building 
have been moved to make way for the expansion of the 
Teck Emergency Department. We invite you to visit our new  
Gallery of Gratitude located in the Kruger Unifor Atrium on 
the 1st floor of the Phil and Jennie Gaglardi Tower.  

Our Gallery of Gratitude is designed to highlight the  
commitment many thoughtful and generous donors  
have made to healthcare excellence at RIH. 

This gallery is comprised of three recognition walls:

Annual Giving Wall - featuring donors that have given 
$1,000 or more, community fundraisers and donations 
made in memory, in the last calendar year

Wall of Honour - recognizing the generous contributions 
of individuals, businesses, organizations and community 
groups who have donated a total of $10,000 or more to 
the RIH Foundation in the last 10 years 

Celebrating Life Memorial Wall - a dedicated space for 
those who have given to honour loved ones passed 

For more information about our Gallery of Gratitude,  
please contact the RIH Foundation office at 250-314-2325.

Donors who gave $1,000 or more between  
January 1st - December 31st, 2022, are recognized  
here with our sincerest thanks.

Check out the 
“Together We Rise” 

Campaign donor list.
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$1,000-$4,999 (continued)
Donald Dalgleish
Daughters of the Nile Club 13
Roxanne Dauncey
John & Colleen Davis
Dearborn Ford
Cheryl Demarni
James W. Denomey
Sandra Dever
Dr. Thomas Dickinson & Nancy Flood
DKP Pulp ULC
Dr. James & Laura Doan
Deb Donald
Harold & Dianne Dreyer
Patricia & Robert Esdale
Falcon Equipment Ltd.
Glenn Fehr
Roxanna Ferguson
Dan Ferguson
Stella Frame
J. Keith & Doris Galbraith
Dr. Anders Ganstal & Dr. Jennifer Takahashi
Buta Singh Ghuman
Andre & Maureen Giasson
Iqbal & Harbinder Gill
David & Donna Gillespie
Bruno & Fernanda Gnoato
Gordon & Lynn Gordey
William & Carol Greenhalgh
Amanjyot S. Grewal
Matthew & Sam Griffin
Justin & Alicia Grover
Honourable Judith Guichon
H. Hook Contracting
Harper Mountain Lifts Ltd.
Mary-Elizabeth Harrison
John Harrison
Doug & Laurie Haughton
Sheila Hayes
Heavyweight Enterprises Ltd.
Onkar Singh Heer
Roman W. Hessel
Sonia & Alvin Hickey
Robert Hillard
Amanda & Wayne Hobson
HPF Engineering Ltd.
HUB International Insurance Brokers
Greg & Nancy Hughes
Ralph & Jeanne Hungar
Alan & Meg Innes
James & Karen Irving
Dr. Michael Jacoby & Dr. Pam Sproule
Dr. Gerald James & Dr. Alice Huang
Dr. Colin & Kathryn James
Dr. Makam S. Jayaprakash
James Jergenson & Sandra Carlson
John’s Share of Blessings Foundation
Joey Jorgenson
Kal Tire
Kamloops Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram Inc.
Kamloops Scrap Iron Ltd.
Kamloops Truck World Ltd.
Barry & Anna Kato
Dr. Harpreet & Aidan Kelly

Marvin & Carolyn Kempston
Kenroc Building Materials Co. Ltd.
KGHM Ajax Mining Inc.
Donald & Judi Knapp
Connie Komori
KPMG LLP
Frieda Kraft
Dr. David Kramer & Dr. Allyson Davey
Armin & Zonia Krenz
Leonard & Carolynn Leeuw
Tami Leggatt
Patricia & Patrick Linge
Gurdeep & Pardeep Litt
Living Kitchens Ltd.
Dr. Peter & Kyla Loland
London Drugs Foundation
Graham Lougher
Loyal Order of Moose 1552
Dympna Maguire
Surinder & Kuldip Mahal
Donna Marchand
Mark A. Bartle Law Corporation
Ken & Barb Marsh
Dr. Raymond T. Maung
Tyrone McCabe & Jenna Nash-McCabe
Scott & Elizabeth McComb
John McCurrach
Colin McGill
Shirley McGillivray
Dan McLean
Wayne & Linda McNaughton
Allan & Catherine McNeely
R. Terry & Joan McQuillan
Ronald D. McTaggart
Lea Milner
Peter & Lianne Milobar
Edna Miyahara
Sharon Moore
Sandra M. Mori
Stan & Marilyn Moskwa
Vic & Sally Mowbray
John & Beverly Mundle
Franca Muraca
Rob & Claire Murphy
NATA Farms
New Gold Inc. - New Afton Mine
Dr. Bruce & Helen Newmarch
Kurt & Lanette Nordick
North Kamloops Lions Club
John Nykyforchyn
Graham O’Connor
Oriental Gardens Restaurant
Colene Palmer
Jon & Phyllis Pankuch
Hasmukh & Sangita Parekh
Parkland Fuel Corporation
Al Patel & Bhavna (Bina) Patel
Pravin & Gita Patel
Peterbilt Pacific Inc.
Clayton Peterson
Petland Kamloops
Robert Phillips
John Prosser
Provincial Employees Community Services Fund

Gian K. Puni
Quinn Pache Real Estate Team
Tracey L. Rannie & Kevin Towhey
Colin & Tannis Rasmussen
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
RE/MAX Real Estate (Kamloops)
Melvin & Ruth Recchi
Dr. Russ Reid & Dr. Jane McGillivray
Michael Reid & Patricia Brennan-Reid
Dr. Todd & Lesley Ring
Dr. Bob Rishiraj & Ranbir Singh
Jim Robinson
Albert & Angela Rockl
Rocky Mountaineer Vacations
Urb & Enid Rolin
Dr. Steven & Kathy Rollheiser
Lorraine C. Romanin
Dr. Michael Ross & Elizabethe Arseneau
Brian & L. Anne Ross
Lori Roy
Royal Bank of Canada
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #194 Ladies Auxiliary
Royal Inland Hospital Physician Association
Audrey Saigeon
Savona Trucking Association
Dr. Robert & Elma Schemenauer
Dr. Tim Schmidt & Dr. Nancy Hudson
Del & Shannon Schneider
Dean & Melissa Shaffi
George & Esther Sharpe
Larry & Brenda Sill
Silvertip Resource Consulting Ltd.
Roy Simpson
Star West Petroleum Ltd.
Dr. Jim Stephen
Gregg Studer
Summit Eyecare Centre
Dr. Ravi Sunder & Dr. Shauna Tsuchiya
Kevin Swedburg & Rosalyn Curry
Dr. Shirley Sze
Taiwanese Pavillion Tapestry Festival
Kent & Jennifer Taylor
Thompson Region Division of Family Practice
Lana Tomiye
Trans Mountain Canada Inc.
United Way British Columbia
Ryan van Diemen
Van Kam Freightways Ltd.
Brian & Kathleen Vermey
Dr. Perry & Martine Vitoratos
Ronald A. Volansky
Dr. Alan & Tamara Vukusic
Richard Wadge
James & Barbara Wentworth
Dr. Gary Westphal
Westway Plumbing & Heating 
William Whillans
S. K. Willies
Ronald Wittenbecher
Joanne Woitas
Bruno & Elsie Wojak
Woodland Equipment Inc.
Maureen Zahir

HONOURING OUR DONORS

Allan Ackles 
Penny Lynne Adams
Manfred “Fred” Rudolf Ahrweiler
Diane Alexander
Janet Ashby
Balbir Kaur Athwal
John Austin
Una R. Austin
Gary Awrey
Roland Basford
Ann Bates
Anneli Belanger
Patrick Belanger
Susan Bell
Austin Benbow
Jill Benbow
Roy Ivan Bennett
Ellen Berg
Lorenza Bernardo
Pietro Bittante
Harvard Boswell
Susan Bottos
Carmela Bruno
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Craig Campbell
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Mr. Chew
George V. Churchill
Helen Clark
Cesira Comazzetto
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Ken Dick
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Sandy Dickson
H. Joe Dowkes
Jack Earl
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Michael Elwood
Margaret Ann Embleton
Melvina Fedora
Eleanor Fehr
Bradley W. Ferguson
Daryl Fieber
Annie Findlay
Mark Fisher
Hilary C. Flatt
Phyllis Forcier
Daisy Forde
Erskine Forde
Keith Fuergutz
Rosina Gerebizza
Darlene Beverley Gregson
Jashan Grewal
David Harrison
Audrey L. Harton
Ken Hawkings
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Dorothy Hilton
Michael R Hitt

Richard Holmes
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Robin Howie
Daniel Howland
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Judy Jules
Rose Kask
Anita Kienitz
Jean Yoshiko Kitamura
Yoshiko Kobayashi
Dennis Koivula
Art Komori
Don Krause
Beatrice Kynoch
Logan Laye
Darlene Lohnes
Andy Lonvhin
Sigmund Lyster
Barbara Maarsman
Edwin Mariash
Elisabetta Marino
Del Marshall
James Mason
Richard McGillivray
Melanie L. McIntosh
Xavier Nathan George Gonzalez Mena
Franco Mercuri
Gilda Messner
Gordon E. Miller
Alvin Millhouse
William G. Mitchell
Gordon Miyahara
Gladys I. Mockford
Ken Moffett
Estate of Keiko ‘Kay’ Mor
Jim Motokado
Evaggelos Moutsos
Patrick Mulloy
Frank I. Nabata
Pat Neufeld
Vappu Nikrus
Evelyn Norris
Brent Nowicki
Dorothy Oram
Kelly Patrick
Angela Porco
Bruno Porco

Fiore Porco
Donald G. Powell
Marjery Reid
Dennis L. Robertson
David Robinson
Helen J. Rogers
Wayne Rusk
Juanita Ryan
Almo Salviati
Diane Sanford
Jack Scott
Margaret Shearer
Heather Ann Smith
Stephen Soll
Margaret Spina
Alan Spuzak
Guido Stellato
Edward Stewart
Deb Studer
Ken Sugimoto
Patricia Swaine
Donna Rose Swiatkewich-Romaniuk
Edward M. Takahashi
Roger Tellier
Bob Thomson
Andrew van der Westhuizen
Cornelis van Diemen
Gary Vermilyea
Dorothy Wale
Tom Wallace
Arnold Ward
Stan Warsimage
Norma Watts
Janet Westphal
Emerson G. Wideman
Ronald Wilgosh
Howard Wilhelm
Clara Williams
Ethel D. Wilson
Christiana Wittenbecher
Ronald G. Woitas
Elaine Wolfson
Maggie Wolthuis
Nolan Thomas Wycherley
George A. Wyse
Max Zahir
Lois Vera Zart
Anthony M. Zawaduk

Memorial gifts demonstrate a timeless commitment  
for all who look to RIH for care, now and in the future.  
These gifts fund patient care equipment and other  
special programs that promote healthcare excellence  
in our region. These memorial gifts were made in  
memory of the following people between  
January 1st - December 31st, 2022. 

Memorial Gifts



RI
H

FO
U

N
D

A
TI

O
N

.C
A

12

20
22

-2
02

3 
A

N
N

U
A

L 
RE

PO
RT

13

Born in Eureka, California, on April 16th, 1949,  
Graham Lougher’s journey began with humble 
roots. Graham’s parents emigrated from the  
United States to Wales after World War II, seek-
ing a better life for their family. When Graham 
was ten years old, they made the decision to 
move back to their homeland. However, desti-
ny had other plans for Graham and his siblings.

In 1967, the Lougher family packed their bags 
once again, this time setting their sights on 
Canada. They settled in Coquitlam, British  

Columbia, and it was there that Graham’s true potential began to unfold. 
He embraced his new surroundings, forging lasting connections.

In 1973, Graham joined the Coquitlam Fire Department, marking the 
start of an extraordinary career. His hard work and tireless commitment  
to duty quickly earned him the respect of his peers as he steadily climbed 
the ranks to Captain of the Local 1782 Coquitlam Fire and Rescue team.

But Graham’s story was not limited to his 31 years in the fire depart-
ment. In the midst of his bustling career, he found solace in a weathered 
cabin he purchased at Adams Lake in the interior of BC. Despite its 
run-down state, he saw its potential and embarked on a labor of love. 
Graham poured his heart and soul into restoring the cabin, breathing 
new life into its worn timbers. The serene beauty of the lake became his 
sanctuary, a place where he could recharge and find peace amidst life’s 
challenges. In 2017, Graham bid farewell to Coquitlam and moved to 
Kamloops, where he could be closer to his passion project. Surrounded 
by neighbours he adored and the tranquility of nature, he reveled in the 
joy of building a place he had always dreamed of.

Shortly after Graham moved to Kamloops, doctors noticed irregularities 
in his blood and soon after diagnosed him with blood and bone cancer. 
After a heroic battle, Graham Lougher passed away on November 14th, 
2022. He received the majority of his cancer care at Royal Inland Hospital, 
where Oncologist, Dr. Alexandra Gabriel and her team provided compre-
hensive care, ensuring his comfort and quality of life in his final days. In 
a testament to his generous spirit, Graham left an extraordinary gift of 
$150,000 to the RIH Foundation in his will.

Graham Lougher’s legacy lives on, not only in the memories of his loved 
ones but also in the lasting impact he made on his community. His 
unwavering dedication to duty, his relentless pursuit of his passions, 
and his compassionate generosity will forever inspire others to follow in 
his footsteps. He will be remembered as a man who embraced life with 
fervor, who poured his heart into everything he did, and who left an in-
delible mark on the lives of those fortunate enough to have known him.

EDUCATION:

DONOR ANALYSIS FOR THIS FISCAL YEAR:  
(April 1, 2022 - March 31, 2023): 

TOTAL DONORS  

2215

Graham Lougher’s Legacy: 
A Life of Love, Dedication, and Generosity

Impact Report

HOW DO YOU WANT  
TO BE REMEMBERED? 

The RIH Foundation is here to help you 
discover the legacy you want to leave. 

A legacy gift to the RIH Foundation 
can take many forms, and usually 
provides your estate with tax savings 
that may offset a significant portion 
of the charitable gift itself. Along with 
leaving a gift in your will, you can set 
up a charitable trust or name the 
RIH Foundation as a beneficiary on a 
registered investment account, or life 
insurance policy. If you would like to 
learn more about supporting the RIH 
Foundation in your estate planning, 
ask your professional advisor or reach 
out to the RIH Foundation, today. 

The following legacy donors have 
confirmed a deferred gift in their will  
to the RIH Foundation and are recog-
nized here with our sincere gratitude: 

Trudi & Lyle Backman
Dr. Rob Baker
Ed & Dianne Barker
Donna Chang
Harvey & Barbara Comazzetto
Craig & Sandy Cook
Lynne Gardner
Bruce & Susan Goddard
Dr. Maureen Leia-Stephen
Ken Lepin
Robin & Maureen MacDonald 
Dolina Moon 
Anthony Muzzillo & Evelina Coschizza
Dr. Lloyd H. & Rae Nixon
Gerald & Wendy Patrick In Memory of Kelly
Gloria & Hubert Plante 
Lorraine Romanin
Doug & Adhiel Rutledge
Audrey Saigeon
Dr. Jim Stephen
Lana & Murray Todd
Dr. Cornel & Hema Wijeyesinghe
Sharna & Jim Yates

EQUIPMENT HIGHLIGHTS: 

RIH Radiology Department acquires a top-of-the-line  
bone density machine, thanks to the generous  
contribution from an anonymous donor.

A bone density machine, also known as a dual-energy  
X-ray absorptiometry (DXA) machine or bone den-
sitometer, is a medical device used to measure the 
density of bones. It plays a crucial role in diagnosing osteoporosis and other 
diseases by assessing bone mineral density, evaluating fracture risk, and 
distinguishing osteoporosis from other conditions. The machine also aids 
in treatment decision-making by recommending appropriate interventions, 
monitoring treatment effectiveness, and managing long-term bone health. 
Overall, bone density machines contribute to early detection allowing for 
personalized treatment, and ongoing monitoring of bone health to reduce 
fractures and improve quality of life.

Gynecologists in the Ambulatory Care Unit  
now have their own state-of-the-art ultrasound  
machine, eliminating the need to borrow one  
from obstetrical services..

Thanks to the recent purchase of the Fujifilm Sonosite  
PX Ultrasound System by the RIH Foundation, women  
in need of gynecological assessment now have improved 
access to the treatment they deserve within the Ambu-
latory Care Unit. This cutting-edge system offers a wide 
range of capabilities, including monitoring early preg-
nancies (under 20 weeks) and aiding in the diagnosis and 
treatment of various gynecological health conditions. 
With advanced imaging technology and portability, 
gynecologists can efficiently and accurately evaluate the 
reproductive health of their patients, enabling early 
detection of potential complications and timely inter-

ventions. This development marks a significant step forward in enhancing 
women’s healthcare and ensuring better outcomes for women.

Funds were allocated  
toward equipment,  
retention, education and 
regional health centres.

$7,368,065 RAISED

33 
Scholarships 
Awarded

VALUING

 $26,554.75

NEW DONORS

636
RETAINED DONORS 

1556 
70.25% donor 
retention rate 



Events

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Colombo Lodge Italian Cultural Centre
Dave Robinson Memorial Fund
Dearborn Ford - Logan Stankoven Goal Fundraiser
Evening of Giving
Guru Nanak Fund
Hot Nite in the City
ICCHA/Wish Fund
Kamloops Art Council - Children’s Art Festival
Kamloops Blazers Teddy Bear Toss
Kamloops Exhibition Association Provincial Winter Fair
Kamloops Ford Lincoln Pay it Forward
Kamloops Recycled Truck & Auto Parts
Kamloops Street Rod Association
MNP Spreading the Love

NSBIA Canco Charity Car Wash
Oktoberfest - Harper Mountain
Quinn Pache Real Estate Team Fundraiser
SKSS Leadership Class Fundraiser
South Central Trucking & Industry Charity 
     Golf Tournament (SCT&I)
K97.5 Toys For Kids Breakfast
Taiwanese Pavillion Tapestry Festival
Teck Highland Valley Copper - Mining for Miracles
Telus Nancy Greene Downhill Corporate Challenge
Uptownchefs Catering + Events + Romeos 
     Kitchen + Spirits - Breakfast with Santa
Zimmer Autogroup Luxury Auto Lotto

Evening of Giving

Oktoberfest - Harper Mountain

Breakfast with Santa

Annual Radiothon Presented by Sun Country Toyota ICCHA/Wish Fund

K97.5 Toys For Kids Breakfast
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On March 24th, 2022, construction of the magnificent Phil and 
Jennie Gaglardi Tower officially concluded and this was honoured 
with a symbolic key exchange that took place between EllisDon 
and Interior Health. With many dignified guests in attendance,
the community came together to celebrate this monumental 
achievement. This marked the successful completion of the $417 
million Phil and Jennie Gaglardi Tower project bringing with it a 
new era in the delivery of patient care at Royal Inland Hospital. 

> Left to right: Diena Jules, Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc Elder, Heidi Coleman,  
RIH Foundation CEO, Andrea Gaglardi, Honourable Adrian Dix, Minister of Health, 
Susan Brown, Interior Health President and CEO, Dr. Douglas Cochrane,  
Interior Health Board Chair, Sandi Hendry, Métis Elder, Two Rivers Métis Society

After years of planning, preparation and construction, the new Phil and Jennie 
Gaglardi Tower opened to the public on July 18th, 2022, welcoming patients 
and their families from across the region. Designed from a patient-centred and 
elder-friendly perspective with extensive input from hospital staff and physicians, 
patients were moved into their very own spacious private rooms. Staff are now  
operating in a modern facility, reflective of the level of expertise and care they 
offer their patients everyday.

On October 21st, 2022, Royal Inland Hospital Foundation and 
Teck Resources Limited (Teck) announced Teck’s $2.5 million 
commitment toward the new Teck Emergency Department 
under current renovation. With Teck’s contribution, the new Teck 
Emergency Department will include the innovative use of antimi-
crobial copper, drastically improving infection control to protect 
patients and healthcare professionals. This donation was built on 
more than 25 years of support to the Royal Inland Hospital Foun-
dation by Teck and its employees at Teck Highland Valley Copper. 

> Celebrating the naming of the Teck Emergency Department with Don Lindsay,  
Executive Vice Chair of Teck and other dignified guests 

Marking the single largest donation carried out in partnership between  
employees, employer, and their union, Kruger and Unifor came together on  
February 27th, 2023, to make a one-of-a-kind gift of $1 million to name the  
atrium in the heart of the Phil and Jennie Gaglardi Tower. The word Kamloops 
comes from the Secwépemc word Tk’emlúps, meaning “where the rivers meet”  
and refers to the convergence of the North and South Thompson Rivers. As two  
organizations deeply rooted in the well-being of Kamloops, Kruger and Unifor  
created a convergence of their own with a joint mission to support healthcare  
equity in our region. The Kruger Unifor Atrium is a place for everyone to come  
together and unite in compassion and care. 

Achieving Greatness Together:  
Celebrating Together We Rise Campaign Milestones
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT: The RIH Foundation acknowledges that Royal Inland Hospital is situated within the Tk’emlúps te 
Secwépemc territory on the unceded traditional lands of the Secwépemc Nation, where we live, learn, collaborate and 
work together. It is with humility that we continue to strengthen our relationships with First Nation, Métis and Inuit peoples 
across the Interior. We are deeply grateful to the Indigenous communities in our region who graciously lent their support  
to the RIH Foundation and for those who have helped make our hospital a culturally diverse and inclusive place for all.
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